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Richmond, Virginia 23261 


Re: 


Our 


Pile 582-803 


PM #626 


Dear Less 


Attached hereto is a draft relating to the above- 
identified subject matter. 

As you will see, the draft contains a number of 
blank spaces and may contain statements which do not accurately 
reflect the inventors* concept of their invention. Accordingly, 
the draft should be carefully reviewed by the inventors and 
others concerned. 

There are a number of questions which have arisen 
in connection with the preparation of this application and 
it would be helpful to receive your comments and those of the 
inventors and others concerned with regard to these questions. 

1. With regard to the prior art, do you feel that 
we have now set forth all the art which is pertinent to this 
subject? And can we provide additional language to distinguish 
the present invention over: 

(a) a carbonization process, such as is set 
forth in Siegel? 

(b) a degradation process such as is set forth 
in the ICI patents? 
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(c) a degradation process such as is set forth 

in the Sutton patents? 

(d) an oxidation process, such as is set forth 

in the patents involving oxidized cellulose? 

2. Do any of the formulations which are set forth 
in the examples correspond or relate to preferred tobacco 
substitute materials which have not yet been covered by 
patent applications (e.g. 582-818, PM #641)? 

3. Are the carbohydrate materials which have been 
set forth as being appropriate for ozone treatment adequately 
characterized? In this connection, will the ozone treatment 
work for all of the materials which are set forth, for example, 
in the prior art patents discussed above and will they work 

for materials not disclosed in such patents? Will they work c 

in connection with carbohydrate materials other than polysac- 
charides, for example, di- or trisaccharides and is the only O 

reason for limiting the concept to that of polysaccharides p 

one of film formation? In this connection, could an ozone Y 

treatment be employed for lower molecular weight materials 
which would require some sort of basis or substrate in order 
to be employed? 

i 

4. Can we amplify the description relating to ozone 
generation in terms of other means of generation, etc.? 

It will be very helpful to be able to demonstrate 
that the mechanism of the present process differs from the 
prior art methods. Can we establish that the resultant product 
differs chemically and/or physically from the other products 
which have been produced by the treatments of the prior art 
and can we demonstrate, objectively and/or subjectively, the 
greater desirability of the products of the present invention 
over the products of the prior art? 

Please note that the present claim structure is 
tentative and that it will probably be necessary to modify 
the claims in accordance with the answers and comments which 
are received from the inventors. 

We look forward to receiving your comments, together 
with those of the inventors and others concerned. 

Sincerely, 


Howard K. Kothe 

HKKtgbs 

Enc. 
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